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The dead infants presented the well-known signs of death by suffo¬ 
cation : bluish lips, flexion of the legs and arms, clenched hands, and 
froth, often blood-stained, in the nostrils and mouth. Many showed 
undoubted marks of pressure—for example, a flattened nose. The 
common post-mortem findings in an infant that has died from suffoca¬ 
tion are: engorged lungs, sometimes oedematous; congestion of the brain 
and meninges, the right heart containing soft clot and the left heart 
empty; the pleura and pericardium showing minute ecchymoses. 

Westcott deplores the fact that this habit of mothers taking infants 
to their own beds is so common in England, and, as it is impossible to 
punish parents under the existing laws, even when drunkenness is 
proven, he thinks it should be declared an obligation on every parent 
to provide a cot or cradle for the infant’s use. 
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Examination of the Blood in Cases of Ovarian Cyst. —Pozzi and Ben¬ 
der (Annales de Gynecologic et d’ Obstetrique, October, 1903) conclude a 
paper on this subject with the following deductions: 1. In the majority 
of the cases the benign or malignant character of an ovarian cystoma 
may be inferred from examinations of the patient’s blood. 2, If the 
red cells are normal and the white are in the proportion of from 6000 to 
8000, the tumor is benign. 3. A moderate leukocytosis with a normal 
number of red cells may indicate suppuration, though an increase in 
the white cells is noted in the case of large cysts; no positive inference 
can be drawn with reference to malignity. 4. With a diminution of the 
red cells and a leukocytosis from 12,000 to 20,000 malignant degen¬ 
eration may be suspected. 

The presence of anaemia is a more important indication than the 
increase in the white cells. The percentage of haemoglobin is of course 
an important aid. The writers add that blood examinations are of 
especial value from the standpoint of prognosis, citing two cases in 
which patients with marked diminution of red cells and leukocytosis 
succumbed quickly after operation, without infection 

Cystitis in the Female. — Vedelek (Norsk Mag. for Laegerid.; 
Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1902, No. 42) found only 380 patients 
with cystitis among 10,000 gynecological cases. He regards coitus as 
an etiological factor. Only 1.5 per cent, of the cases occurred in virgins, 
2.5 per cent, in widows, but over 5 per cent, in married women. Of 
the 3 cases in little girls 2 were due to gonorrhoea following attempted 
coitus. Four cases resulted from the use of catheters, and in 22 cystitis 
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was referred to syphilis, typhoid, tuberculosis and lithiasis. In only 45 
was there no accompanying disease of the urethra and genital organs. 
Menstruation, the climacteric, and early pregnancy seemed to have no 
influence upon the condition, though menstruation apparently caused an 
exacerbation of existing cystitis. 

[We are surprised to note that so few cases were traced to the use 
of the catheter, which, according to our observation, is the commonest 
cause of post-operative cystitis.—H. C. C.] 

Plastic Operation for Hydronephrosis.— Petersen (Munchener med. 
Wochenschrift, 1903, No. 11) describes an ingenious operation for the 
relief of obstruction to the ureter following incision and drainage of a 
hydronephrotic kidney. The obstruction proved to be a valvular fold 
of mucous membrane at the entrance of the ureter. This was removed 
by making a longitudinal incision as in pyloroplasty and closing it 
transversely with catgut sutures. The renal sac was then folded on 
itself at several points and the folds were sutured, so as to reduce the 
size of the pelvis as much as possible. The drainage of urine through 
the wound rapidly diminished, and at the end of six weeks the patient 
was discharged cured. 


Paraffin Injections in Incontinence of Urine.— Hock ( Prager med. 
Wochenschrift, 1903, No. 6) reports the case of a girl, aged twenty-three 
years, who six years before had had a calculus removed per urethram, 
with resulting incontinence which resisted all treatment. After two 
operations for narrowing the urethra, and one in which torsion was 
performed, her condition was worse than before. A second torsion gave 
only slight relief. Two injections of paraffin (75 grains each time) 
were made at the neck of the bladder, when the incontinence was 
speedily cured. Three months later the patient again began to have 
dribbling of urine, and the injections were twice repeated, with perma¬ 
nent relief. The paraffin remained unchanged at the point of injection. 

Operations for Uterine Fibroid — Czempin ( Zentralhlatt fur Gyna- 
kologie, 1903, No. 42) reports 140 cases in which the principal indication 
for operation was obstinate menorrhagia. He prefers the vaginal route, 
saving the uterus if possible. Of the 58 vaginal operations hyster¬ 
ectomy was performed 17 times with no deaths. In 82 of the abdominal 
operations supravaginal amputation was performed 19 times with 4 
deaths, and hysterectomy 44 times with 6 deaths. Two deaths were 
due to embolus, 5 to shock, and 3 to sepsis. There was no mortality 
in 19 conservative abdominal operations. 


Myoperithelioma.— Gottschalk {Zentralhlatt fur Gynakologie, 1903, 
No. 42) reports the following case, which he regards as unique: The 
patient, aged fifty-one years, had multiple uterine nodules, which grew 
rapidly and were accompanied by a constant bloody discharge. The 
diagnosis of fibroids with malignant degeneration was made, and the 
uterus was removed successfully. Numerous fibroid nodules were found, 
especially sessile submucous. The latter were covered with "papillary 
excrescences, as well as the surrounding endometrium. 

Microscopic examination showed that the growths had developed 
from the perithelia of the adventitia and from the deeper, rather than 



